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School Contact Details 
 

Acklam Whin Primary School 
Carlbury Avenue 

Acklam 
Middlesbrough 

TS5 8SQ 
 

Main telephone contact number: 01642 813938 
Email: awcontact@acklamwhin.co.uk 

Website: www.acklamwhin.co.uk 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @acklamwhin 
Like us on Facebook: Acklam Whin Primary 

http://www.acklamwhin.co.uk/
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Welcome 
  
Welcome to Acklam Whin Primary School Nursery.  
 
Our Nursery can accommodate a maximum of 78 nursery children. We offer each child 15 hours per week, 3 hours 
per day Monday to Friday for 38 weeks of the year at either a morning or an afternoon session. We have flexible 
drop off and pick up times: 

• Morning session Drop off 8.45am – 9.00am  Pick up 11.30am – 11.45am 

• Afternoon session Drop off 12.30pm – 12.45pm  Pick up 3.15pm – 3.30pm 
 
Our Nursery is staffed at a ratio of 1:13, having one Qualified Teacher and two Foundation Stage Teaching Assistants 
working together as a team. 

 
Our School Aims 
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Staffing 2022/2023 
 
Head Teacher     Mrs Prince 
Deputy Head Teacher/SENDCO/               
Designated Safeguarding Lead   Miss Tarran 
EYFS Lead     Miss Mills 
Nursery  Teacher     Mrs Goodman 
Nursery Teacher    Miss Todd 
EYFS Cover Teacher    Mrs Dye 
Foundation Stage Teaching Assistant  Miss Thomas 
 Foundation Stage Teaching Assistant  Mrs Harland 
Foundation Stage Support Assistant   Mrs Strong 
 Speech and Language Assistant   Miss Lawson 
 
In Nursery your child will be taught and cared for by the Nursery team, who will deliver all aspects of the Foundation 
Stage curriculum. All children are taught PE by our Sports Coach, Mr Jackson. 
 
You can contact the Nursery teachers with any queries you may have by contacting the School Office via email at 
awcontact@acklamwhin.co.uk 
 

Our Nursery Team  

 
Below you will find photographs of the Nursery Team, which we hope will assist you in getting to know us quickly. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Thomas 
Teaching Assistant   

 

Mrs Harland 
Teaching Assistant 

 

Mrs Strong 
Support Assistant 

 

Mrs Goodman 
Nursery Teacher 

 

Miss Todd 
Nursery Teacher 

 

Mrs Dye 
Nursery Cover Teacher 
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Preparing your Child for Nursery 

 
There is a lot to learn when your child starts Nursery. Here are some practical ideas that you can do at home to 
prepare your child: 
 

• Sing nursery rhymes 

• Play memory and listening games 

• Encourage mark making 

• Enjoy sharing stories and discussing what has happened 

• Use letter sounds instead of letter names e.g. sssss not suh 

• Identify numbers, shapes and colours in the environment 

• Sing number songs 

• Counting games 

• Sorting activities 
 
Lots of activities can be carried out at home during normal daily routines, such as, setting the table for tea and asking 
your child ‘how many plates do we need?’ 
 
Encourage your child to be independent, such as putting on their own coat and shoes and washing their own hands. 
 
We expect that you have at least started the process of toilet training with your child. The Nursery Team will support 
your child with this process whilst they are attending Nursery. 

 
School Uniform 
  
We recommend that children starting our Nursery wear a school uniform to ensure that they are seen and feel part 
of the rest of the school.  This should also include sensible sturdy footwear for their safety. 
 

• Royal blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan 

• Grey or black trousers, skirt or pinafore 

• White shirt or polo shirt 
 

In the summer months, in addition to the above, children have the option to 
wear:  
 

• Grey or black shorts  

• Blue and white Summer dress 
 

School shoes 
 

• Plain black shoes are to be worn at all times. 
 
Our EYFS curriculum involves exploring and investigating the outdoor environment.  We use the outdoor area every 
day so we ask that your child wears a warm, waterproof coat and a hat during the winter. In summer, please provide 
a sun hat/cap for protection and apply sun cream before coming to school. 
 
Spare clothing 
 
Your child should bring a small bag to Nursery each day with a spare pair of pants, socks, clothes, shoes and wet 
wipes, in case they have an accident. This bag can be left on your child’s peg during the session. 

Please ensure that all items of uniform are clearly named. 
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Jewellery 

 
Jewellery is not allowed in school except for watches. If your child has pierced ears a pair of plain studs is acceptable, 
but these must be removed for PE days. 
 
Make-up and hair 
 
Children are not permitted to wear make-up to school, this includes the wearing of nail varnish and 
transfers/temporary tattoos. Patterns in children’s hair or unusual colours are not in line with our high expectations 
and are not permitted. 
 
To order school uniform or items with the school logo on please go to the following website 
www.acklamwhin.goodies.co.uk 
 
The Nursery curriculum encourages children to be creative and explore – this can sometimes be messy! Please be 
aware that uniforms may get dirty and may need to be washed and replaced more regularly. 
 
Personal Belongings 
 
Children should not bring in their own toys to Nursery as this can cause upset for the child and others if an article is 
mislaid or broken. 

 

The Nursery Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting Nursery 

 

http://www.acklamwhin.goodies.co.uk/
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Starting Nursery  

When children are due to start, parents and children are invited to visit the Nursery to become familiar with the 
environment and staff. Children may take a few weeks to settle and may become upset on occasions; staff can 
advise on the best way to settle them. Sometimes if children find separation difficult we gradually build the length of 
the session until they become more settled.  

Start of Session 
Good time-keeping is very important so that children can access the full timetable of activities offered in Nursery. 
Please ensure you arrive for the correct arrival time for the session.  
 
We operate a staggered entry and we ask that your child arrives no later than 15 minutes after the start of the 
session. Children are encouraged to enter the Nursery independently and follow the start of the session routine. 
 
Morning Session arrival 8.45–9.00am and pick up 11.30-11.45am. Afternoon Session arrival 12.30-12.45pm and pick 
up 3.15-3.30pm. If you are running late for any reason please telephone the School Office.   

End of Session 

All children must be collected by a familiar adult (over the age of 16 years). Please keep us informed if there are any 
changes regarding the collection of your child.  Children will be prepared for home time in the classroom and then 
brought out under direct adult supervision.  Please be patient as it can take a little while for everyone to be ready 
and to match children up with their adult.  
 
If the child is not collected at the end of the session their teacher will contact parents or another appropriate adult 
from the contact numbers provided. The teacher or an appropriate staff member will remain with the child until they 
are collected. It is the parent’s/appropriate adult’s responsibility to collect the child as quickly as possible. 
 
A Typical Nursery Day 
 

• Self-Registration/Staggered entry 

• Independent play in our continuous provision areas (indoor) 

• Teaching Inputs 

• Independent play in our continuous provision areas (indoor and outdoor) and 
adult directed/led activities 

• Milk and snack 

• Story time/nursery rhymes/singing 
 

Pupil Information 
 
During your child’s first visit to Nursery, we will ask you to complete a pupil information form e.g. contact, 
medical/dietary information. We will also ask you to provide a brief overview of your child’s personality and social 
skills. There will be an opportunity for you to speak to the Nursery staff about your child if there are any specific 
details you feel we need to know additional to the above information.  It is the parent’s responsibility to keep the 
school informed of any changes. 

Attendance  

The Nursery is required to complete registers of children’s attendance at every session.  

Absence from Nursery 

Please contact the School Office if your child is unwell or unable to attend Nursery for any reason. If your child is 
unwell whilst at nursery a member of staff will contact you. Please ensure contact information is kept up to date at 
all times. 
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48-hour rule 
 
Diarrhoea and/or vomiting commonly affects children and staff and can be caused by a number of different germs, 
including viruses, parasites and bacteria. Infections can be easily spread from person to person (by unwashed hands) 
especially in children. In general, it is recommended that any child or staff member with diarrhoea and/or vomiting 
symptoms must stay away from school until they have been free of symptoms for 48 hours (the ’48-hour rule’) and 
feel well. 

If your child is sick at nursery we will ask you or your emergency contact to collect your child and take them home.  
They should not return for 48 hours following the last episode of vomiting/diarrhoea. For example, if your child is 
sick on a lunchtime on Tuesday, they should not return to nursery until after lunch on Thursday provided there have 
not been any further episodes of vomiting/ diarrhoea. We appreciate that this is inconvenient in many cases and you 
may believe that your child has recovered sooner, however, we must follow this procedure in all cases to reduce the 
risk of infection for all children in nursery. 

Medical and Dental Appointments 

Where possible, please make appointments outside of nursery hours. However, if this cannot be avoided, please 
notify the school office in advance. 

Medicines in School 
 
In the event of your child needing to take medicine in school that has been prescribed by your doctor to be taken 
four times a day, this must be brought to school in the prescribed container from the pharmacy, with the pharmacy 
label attached, your child’s name, medication and dosage. This should be taken to the school office where you will 
be asked to fill in a consent form. Please do not send any medicine in your child’s bag. 
 
For further information please refer to the First Aid Policy on the school website. 

Snack-time 
 
The school provides milk and fruit for the children at snack time. Please do not send your child to school with 
additional food or drink items. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum  
 
Our Nursery curriculum is designed to meet the needs of our children through activities that are meaningful, 
ambitious, practical and experiential.  Children will be learning through well-planned play, both indoors and 
outdoors, which is an essential part of the EYFS curriculum. Children will be given opportunities to work under 
teacher direction and independently around the Nursery. Our staff plan together, taking into account children’s 
individual starting points, to design a curriculum which offers continuity and progression. 
 

How we learn: 
There are three characteristics of effective teaching and learning which underpin how children learn in our Nursery 
environment. 

• Playing and Exploring – we encourage children to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

• Creating and Thinking Critically – we encourage children to have and develop their own ideas, make links 
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

• Active Learning – we encourage children to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. We 
enjoy and celebrate their achievements. 

 

What we learn: 
There are seven areas of learning within the EYFS curriculum which are all interconnected.  We ensure that each 
child works at a level appropriate to their needs and abilities. 
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Seven Areas of Learning: 
Three Prime Areas 
Communication and Language Development:  

• Listening, Attention and Understanding 

• Speaking 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development:  

• Self-Regulation 

• Managing Self 

• Building Relationships 
Physical Development: 

• Gross Motor Skills 

• Fine Motor Skills 
 
Communication and Language Development  
We provide opportunities to experience a rich language environment to develop children’s confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves and to speak and listen in a range of situations; including conversations, story-telling and role 
play to develop a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.  
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
We help children to develop a positive sense of themselves; to form positive relationships and develop respect for 
others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups, and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
 
Physical Development 
We provide opportunities for children to be active and interactive and to develop their co-ordination, control and 
movement.  Children are helped to understand the importance of physical activity and to make heathy choices in 
relation to food. 
 
Four Specific Areas  
Literacy:  

• Comprehension 

• Word Reading 

• Writing 
Mathematics: 

• Number  

• Numerical Patterns 
Understanding the World: 

• Past and Present 

• People, Culture and Communities 

• The Natural World  
Expressive Arts and Design: 

• Creating with Materials 

• Being Imaginative and Expressive 
 
Literacy 
We encourage children to develop a life-long love of reading by sharing stories, rhymes and songs every day. When 
we feel they are ready, we will begin to teach the hearing and recognition of sounds. This will provide the 
foundations of early reading. We provide lots of opportunities for the children to mark-make independently and 
practice their writing skills. We encourage the development of fine motor skills through a range of activities such as 
rolling playdough and threading. These activities improve the muscles to allow children to hold a pencil correctly. 
Once secure, we can then work towards letter formation, encouraging the children to begin writing letters in their 
name. 
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Mathematics 
We provide children with opportunities to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 5 and 
understand the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. Children will also learn early 
ideas relating to shape, space and measure.  
 
Understanding the World 
We guide children to make sense of the physical world and the community around them through opportunities to 
explore, observe and find out about our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world.   
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
We provide a wide range of media and materials for children to explore and play with, as well as opportunities and 
encouragement for sharing thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 
dance, role-play and design and technology. 
 

Curriculum Themes:  
The seven areas of learning are delivered through a stimulating and 
engaging curriculum divided into three termly learning contexts. 
 

• Autumn Term: Ourselves 

• Spring Term: Animal Kingdom 

• Summer Term: Our Wonderful World   
 
Half termly curriculum overviews are shared with parents via Seesaw 
and displayed on the school website.  These overviews explain our 
weekly themes, suggestions on how to support your child at home 
and key vocabulary to use when talking to them. 

 
Learning at Home: 
The very best way to support your child at home is to provide a language rich environment.  Spend as much time as 
you can talking, listening, singing songs and nursery rhymes and sharing stories every day.  Ask questions and 
encourage your child to have conversations.  Technology has become a vital part of our everyday life and has many 
benefits; however, for young children, access to ipads, tablets, phones etc. should be carefully monitored and 
limited.  Technology cannot replace the intimacy and benefits of a bedtime story! 
 
Children are welcome to borrow books regularly from our home loan book shelf in the cloakroom. In the summer 
term, our N2 children are encouraged to visit our school library and choose a book to take home. The shared reading 
books are for you to read to your child and are important to boost your child’s vocabulary, word knowledge and 
comprehension skills. 
 
Life experiences are very important and make a huge difference to children’s development. Try to spend time 
outdoors and enjoy sharing experiences of the wider world together, such as: 

• Going to the beach to collect shells and paddling in the sea. 

• Visiting the farm to get to know the animals. 

• Going on a forest walk, to collect leaves, twigs and conkers. 

• Helping in the garden, planting seeds and watching new life grow. 

• Going to the supermarket, finding items off a shopping list and helping to put them away. 
 

Parent Partnerships 
 
During their time in Nursery, your child’s progress is recorded in a ‘Learning Journey’ book. We take photographs, 
make observations and record work regularly as part of our EYFS assessment process.  We invite you to share any 
achievements or activities completed outside of school that will contribute to us building an overall picture of your 
child’s progress and development whilst they are in Nursery.  
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Parent consultation evenings take place across the school year.  
Consultations provide an opportunity for parents to talk to staff about 
their child’s development and progress.  A written report summarising 
development and progress is provided at the end of the summer term for 
children moving into Reception. Nursery has an open-door policy and 
staff welcome opportunities to discuss and share news from home and 
respond to parental questions or concerns. 

 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
 
Miss Tarran is our designated SENDCO and together with your child’s class teacher can support you with any 
concerns regarding: 

• Communication and Interaction; 

• Cognition and Learning; 

• Social, Emotional and Health Difficulties; 

• Sensory and/or Physical Difficulties. 
 
Should you wish to contact Miss Tarran, please contact the School Office. 
More information on our policies and procedures for how we identify and support children with SEND can be found 
on our website www.acklamwhin.co.uk  

 
Foundations of Behaviour  
 
We aim to create a welcoming, caring environment, where relationships are based on 
respect.  We encourage children to develop a positive sense of self-esteem in which 
every child can thrive. 
 

Parental Engagement 
 
We have a number of ways in which we engage with our parents: 

• Acklam Whin Primary School App – the Parentapps Connect system provides you with instant access to our 
calendar, event information, letters home and class pages.  It also links directly to our website from within 
the App. 

• The school website – www.acklamwhin.co.uk – provides key information about school and policies. 

• Seesaw App – provides you with our half termly curriculum overviews, regular notifications about nursery 
activities and a platform to share achievements or activities completed outside of school. 

• Twitter - @acklamwhin  

• Facebook – like us at Acklam Whin Primary 
As well as our website, social media and school apps we will also keep in contact with you through: 

• Our Nursery noticeboard, which is situated outside the Nursery entrance. 

• Curriculum information meetings (where appropriate). 

• Parent consultations.  
 

Acklam Whin Parents and Friends Association (AWPFA) is a group of parents, teachers and friends of Acklam Whin 
Primary School who organise events to raise funds to spend on fun activities for the children.  To find out more  
please get in touch with Mrs Ingledew, via the school email, if you would be interested in getting involved.  
 

Additional Care 
 
Your three and four year old may be entitled to a funded early education place for up to 30 hours per week. Subject 
to eligibility, Parkway Day Nursery, based on the Acklam Whin Primary School site, provides the additional 15 hours 

http://www.acklamwhin.co.uk/
http://www.acklamwhin.co.uk/
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funded childcare for three and four year olds. The Nursery Team works closely with the Parkway Staff to ensure care 
is consistent in all areas. Parkway Day Nursery at Acklam Whin also offer breakfast and after-school care. 
For further information please contact Rachel Jones, Parkway Day Nursery, on 01642 577316 
 

Further information 
We hope that you find the information within this handbook useful.  If you have any queries now or in the future we 
are happy to help.  You will find lots more information by exploring our school website www.acklamwhin.co.uk 


